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Introduction

1. The Working Group on the Universal Periodic Rewi(UPR), established in
accordance with Human Rights Council resolution &/1.8 June 2007, held its eleventh
session from 2 to 13 May 2011. The review of Pajas held at the 3rd meeting on 3 May
2011. The delegation of Palau was headed by JoBibbons, Minister of Justice of Palau.
At its 7th meeting, held on 5 May 2011, the Work@mup adopted the report on Palau.

2. On 21 June 2010, the Human Rights Council ssdethe following group of
rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review ofl&a Ecuador, Republic of Moldova and
Senegal.

3. In accordance with paragraph 15 of the annexetwlution 5/1, the following
documents were issued for the review of Palau:

(&) A national report submitted/written presemtatinade in accordance with
paragraph 15 (a) (A/HRC/WG.6/11/PLW/1);

(b) A compilation prepared by OHCHR in accordamdgéh paragraph 15 (b)
(AJHRC/WG.6/11/PLW/2);

(¢) A summary prepared by OHCHR in accordance wittagraph 15 (c)
(AJHRC/WG.6/11/PLW/3).

4. A list of questions prepared in advance by latthe United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, the Czech Republiov&nia and France was transmitted to
Palau through the troika. These questions areablaibn the extranet of the UPR.

Summary of the proceedings of the review proces

Presentation by the State under review

5. Palau expressed the view that it was truly camechito fulfilling its human rights
obligations. Efforts in this regard had resultecoending new legislation, policies and the
creation of Task Force Committees to oversee addead its human rights commitments
and obligations.

6. Palau indicated that it had acceded only tdbmvention of the Rights of the Child,
and that it intended to carefully examine the pgubsi of signing and acceding to other
human rights covenants and protocols, including@bavention on the Elimination of All

Forms of Discrimination against Women.

7. Palau mentioned the following challenges it ¢aceclimate change and
environmental degradation; lack of technical cayaim undertake and implement human
rights issues domestically, including reporting tteaty bodies; lack of financial and
funding capacity to fulfii human rights norms andligations; lack of technical and
financial assistance to undertake human right avesm® and activities; disparity in social
and economic well-being; alcohol and substanceegthigh mortality rate affected by non-
communicable diseases; limited access and opptesif vulnerable groups and persons
with disabilities; employment protection for loddhlauan workers; domestic violence and
human trafficking.

8. Palau highlighted that it strived to build itsation and make progress in
sustainability while working to fulfill its regioand international obligations, including
the protection of human rights.
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9. Some examples of Palau’s commitment to humahrtgioclude: the preparation of
the national report in close consultation with ksdciety, consultations with the Pacific
Island Forum Secretariat and the Asia Pacific Fonmthe possibility of establishing a
national human rights institution in compliancetwRaris Principles, and public education
and awareness-raising campaigns on human rights.

10. The President of the Republic had issued aoutixe order establishing a task force

to investigate alleged human trafficking activiti€%alau indicated that it had legislation

addressing human trafficking but that challengesaieed. In April 2011, the President of

the Republic, while presenting his annual reporth® Congress and the nation, reiterated
Palau’'s commitment to combating human trafficking.

11. Palau had managed to deal with cases of asytakers. It mentioned the cases of
12 asylum-seekers who were accommodated in Paldwsalpsequently resettled in third
countries.

12. Palau indicated that climate change was aifyriouman rights issue. The year 2010
was declared the year of “Green Revolution” by lless Johnson Toribiong. Palau is part
of Green Energy Micronesia, a regional initiative donvert 20 per cent of fossil fuel
dependency to renewable energy. President Toribi@ugalso declared Palau as the first
“shark sanctuary” of the world. This declarationswarther strengthened to include all
marine mammals.

13. Palau pledged to extend an open standing tiontéo special procedures mandate
holders.

14. Palau appealed to the international commumitadsist the country in striving to
improve human rights.

15. Palau introduced its national report. It refdrto the paragraphs of the latter which
relate to Palau’'s geographical situation, languaggsken, religions practised by the
population, the system of government, the compmsitif the population, the percentage of
population living under poverty line, the statuscohsultations for the establishment of a
National Human Rights Institution and the rightskmned in its Constitution.

16. Palau then referred to the paragraphs of itismeal report related to the following

issues: human trafficking and people smugglingtefdasness, domestic violence,
disabilities, children, education, youth, povertylV/AIDS, women, foreign and local

workers, food security, and culture.

17. Regarding each of the above-mentioned issuakuPreferred to the relevant
paragraphs of its national report identifying laadopted, policies being implemented, and
existing challenges.

18. Palau mentioned the following legislation, iatives and policies adopted and
undertaken to address these human rights issues:

» On domestic violence: the Palau Family Protectialh ending adoption; joint
efforts undertaken by the Ministry of Health, thénMtry of Education, the Ministry
of Justice and community stakeholders to addresmedtic violence; and the
establishment of the Victims of Crimes Assistanéc®;

» On disability: the draft national policy on disabl@eople; national laws which
protect the needs of people with disabilities,iatives taken to provide educational
and vocational training, as well as health initias;

« On children: several laws adopted to protect thyhtsi of the child, and three
governmental offices established to intervene sesaf child abuse and neglect;
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19.

20.
report.

21.

On education: the constitution provides for comprntsand free education; other
policies include: the Education Master Plan, aredHlealth Master Plan;

On youth: the Palau National Youth Policy has bestopted and is being
implemented;

On HIV/AIDS: confidential testing and referral azenducted at the Belau National
Hospital; a clinic set up in Palau Community Co#legrovides free counseling,
testing and referral; condoms have been massivislyitiited; and a youth peer
mentor program was established in 2007;

On women’s issues: Palauan women have progressibe iareas of education and
employment. Women make decisions on the selectiotraglitional chiefs and
allocation of resources;

On culture: Palau’s Constitution recognizes andgmts the role of Palau’s cultures
and traditions;

On human trafficking: Palau has a specific an updlalegislation on human
trafficking;

On environmental protection and climate changealastablished the Protected
Area Network to conserve its biodiversity; througtecutive orders Palau has put in
place mechanisms to deal with climate change issues

On Millennium Development Goals (MDGs): Palau expeim achieve them by
2015.

Palau referred to the following challenges:

Lack of recognized recruiting agencies for foreigorkers, which may expose them
to become victims of human trafficking;

Children born of foreign parents adopted by Palauaannot hold Palauan
citizenship;

No law has been enacted which specifically addeedeeestic violence;
The Victims of Crimes Assistance Office is undeffetd

There is no legislation that specifically addresseploitation of children via
sexually explicit videos, movies, photos, and et@dt images;

Youth problems mainly focus on unemployment, artiseance and alcohol abuse:
25 per cent of the population is below the natidrzsic needs poverty line;

Domestic violence affecting specially women, laélspecific legislation relating to
women’s working conditions, sexual discriminationthe workplace and land and
property ownership;

Food insecurity;

International assistance is required to combatingltifurisdictional human
trafficking cases.

Palau referred to its national priorities anthmitments as reflected in its national

Palau also referred to its request for intéonat technical assistance mentioned in

paragraph 107 of its national report.



A/HRC/18/5

B.

Interactive dialogue and responses by the Stateder review

22.  During the interactive dialogue 29 delegatioresle statements. Recommendations
made during the dialogue are to be found in sedtiohthe present report.

23. A number of delegations commended Palau forpifessentation of its national
report, the high quality and self-critical natuffettte latter, the participation of civil society
in its preparation, and Palau’s participation anthmitment in the UPR process despite the
challenges it faced as a small island St&eme countries welcomed Palau’s genuine
efforts as one of the world’s newest democracieméet international human rights
standards.

24. Algerianoted that Palau’s free and fair elections, resgecthe rule of law
and functioning judiciary were encouraging, givérattit gained independence just
16 years ago. Algeria noted that the Conventiortten Rights of the Child was the
only core international human rights instrument whiich Palau was a party. It
referred to the important areas of concern ideadifin Palau’s report. Algeria made
recommendations.

25. Canada commended Palau’s commitment to demgpcaad respect for the

rule of law. While noting that the Constitution gaateed women’s equality, it

referred to the issues to be addressed to ensural écpatment of women, which

were identified in Palau’s report. Canada acknowgktl that there were concerns
about domestic violence and discrimination and abat foreign workers. With a

view to building on positive developments and takinto account issues identified,
Canada made recommendations.

26. The Republic of Moldova noted Palau’s ratificatof the Convention on the Rights
of the Child and the active role played in regioaadl international bodies which deal with
children and social development. Moldova also nébedNational Action Plan for Children

and recalled some of the recommendations made éoyCtmmittee of the Rights of the

Child on the implementation of such a Plan. Moldaiso noted the consultations held on
the creation of a National Human Rights Institutidrhe Republic of Moldova made

recommendations.

27. Hungary noted with satisfaction that Palau hastablished a de jure
moratorium on the death penalty as a step towards abolition. Hungary
commended Palau for its ratification of the Convemton the Rights of the Child,
the establishment of three National Government agsnresponsible for child abuse
cases and for the National Plan of Action for Cheld. Hungary expressed concern
about the legal discrimination against married wanmegarding rape and property,
the problem of statelessness affecting children ahd reported widespread
mistreatment of foreign workers. Hungary encouragealau to cooperate more
closely with special procedures and to considembEng a party to the International
Covenant on Economic Social and Cultural Rights thternational Covenant on
Civil and Paolitical Rights, the Convention agaiffsirture and Other Cruel, Inhuman
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and the Cotiweron the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities. Hungary made recommendations.

28. France referred to legislative measures to eodaPalau’s international
commitment to human rights. It asked for furtheformation on progress made to
establish a National Human Rights Institution incamlance with the Paris
Principles. France noted that discrimination agaimemen remained frequent in all
areas. France welcomed Palau’'s support of the tettdam made in the Human
Rights Council for putting an end to violence anghtan rights violations based on
sexual orientation and gender identity. Howeverndted that article 2803 of the
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Criminal Code continued to criminalize sexual radas between consenting adults
of the same sex and provided for sentences of Uf@tgears in prison. France made
recommendations.

29. Thailand was encouraged by Palau’s progressnaeting several MDGs

related to education, social equality, reduction infant mortality and the fight

against HIV/AIDS. Thailand shared the concerns esped about child abuse,
including the absence of adequate labour laws ptitg children from economic

exploitation. Thailand hoped to see the strengthgrof cooperation between Palau
and regional and international agencies, partidyldo reinforce Palau’s human
rights institutions and its implementation and fiattion of key human rights

conventions. Thailand urged the Human Rights Couf@HCHR and other relevant
agencies to provide greater assistance to Paldacing the increasing threats from
climate change and environmental degradation. Bndilexpressed its willingness to
cooperate with Palau in areas of mutual interestrmade recommendations.

30. Cuba noted the challenges faced by Palau wijard to poverty, climate change
and food security, which threatened the security survival of its population. Cuba also
mentioned Palau’s commitment with respect to engufiee and compulsory education,
improving food security and moving towards theifaient of the MDGs. Cuba highlighted
Palau’s National Development Plan and the redudifdtiteracy and child mortality. Cuba
underscored the inclusion in the Constitution efaning regarding the danger of nuclear
weapons. Cuba made recommendations.

31. Poland expressed its awareness of the chalkefamed by Palau given the
adverse effects of limited resources and threatsedoby climate change. Poland
encouraged Palau to continue its efforts aimedtrngthening the promotion and
protection of human rights. Poland expressed canabiout reports of the increasing
number of children living and working in the strestd the lack of awareness about
domestic violence, ill-treatment and sexual abude cbildren. Poland made

recommendations.

32.  Slovenia encouraged Palau to implement the €aion on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women and otheerimational instruments. Slovenia
asked about Palau’s intention to undertake con@ttes to translate into an indigenous
language the international human rights instrumelttalso asked whether Palau was
developing a strategy on human rights education.

33. Mexico recognized Palau’s efforts to reducddciortality and to prevent and
eradicate trafficking in persons. Mexico asked Rala provide more details on the
technical assistance requested to ensure theieffeatplementation of the Convention on
the Rights of the Child and to ratify other humaghts instruments. Mexico also asked
about the obstacles faced by the Palauan Legisl®ower to ratify CEDAW. Mexico

made recommendations.

34. The United States of Americeommended Palau for its strong democracy,
observance of human rights and support for womeigists. It expressed concern at
the absence of explicit laws against domestic vioéeor legal protection for abused
children and women. It also noted that Palau’s la\wsnot provide for the granting
of asylum or refugee status and that there was stabéished system for providing
protection to refugees. The United States encouwrd&®mau to make proactive efforts
to identify trafficking victims and prosecute off@ers. The United States made
recommendations

35. Australiacongratulated Palau on drafting a national poliog guidelines for
protecting the rights of people with disabilitiesida for endorsing the Pacific
Regional Strategy on Disability. It encouraged #rmechoring of such protections in
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legislation. Australia welcomed recent training atheé translation of CEDAW into

the national language so that all Palauans carigi@ate in the discussions on the
ratification to the Convention. It remained conaminat continuing reports of
violence against women and urged Palau to put i&cellegislation to protect
women’s rights and address domestic violence. Alistralso noted the challenges
faced by Palau in attaining development goals amd pleased to be working with
Palau on inclusive approaches to these challenggstralia made recommendations.

36. Argentina commended Palau’s efforts to comimficking in persons. Argentina
made recommendations.

37. Norway commended Palau for its commitment termational human rights

and its related achievements. Norway noted thelehgés facing Palau on the issue
of trafficking. Norway also commended Palau for #spport of the recent joint

statement delivered in the Human Rights Council emding acts of violence,

criminal sanctions and related human rights violasi based on sexual orientation
and gender identity. However, it noted that Pala®enal Code continued to

criminalize sexual relations between consentingladaf the same sex and that
Palau’s legislation discriminated against womenthe field of inheritance and did

not criminalize rape within marriage. Norway mageammendations.

38. Palau responded to the questions raised dihegnteractive dialogue. On the
progress in the establishment of a national huriginis institution, Palau indicated that it
intended to hold wide national consultations at dstic level, on the translation of
international human rights instruments into lo@adduages, Palau explained that CEDAW
had been translated into Palauan. Regarding thicatibn of CEDAW, there were
ongoing consultation processes. As for the ratificaof other international instruments,
Palau requested international assistance for ngeisinternational commitments.

39. Spain encouraged Palau to continue its effiortsreate a national human rights
institution and welcomed the holding of consultatian that regard. Spain acknowledged
Palau’'s measures on combating sexual, gender antedlic violence as well as the
ratification of the Convention on the Rights of tBkild. Spain made recommendations.

40. The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northdreland asked about the
Government’s plans to involve civil society in tf@low-up process to the Universal
Periodic Review. It welcomed Palau’s acknowledgemaithe problem of human
trafficking and of efforts to tackle it. The Unite€ingdom hoped that Palau would
review policies on foreign nationals to provide rthavith increased protection. It
referred to the pending Family Protection Bill aegpressed interest in receiving
further information on the timetable for its implemtation and regular updates on
progress made. The United Kingdaanknowledged that Palau was one of world’s
smallest countries and that the scarcity of resesircincluding skilled human
resources, presented clear challenges in termsudflibg institutional and legal
capacity for human rights. The United Kingdom madeommendations.

41. Brazil commended Palau for holding free and amatic elections, having an
independent and functioning judicial system, andvoting in favour of the adoption of
General Assembly resolution 62/149 on a moratomnthe death penalty. Brazil noted the
National Plan of Action for Children and welcomé announcement of the adoption of a
domestic Violence Bill. Brazil was concerned abthé corporal punishment reports; the
situation of children living and working in the etts; the low legal age for criminal
responsibility and the situation of migrant workeBsazil made recommendations.

42.  Morocco acknowledged Palau’s progress on th@eimentation of the MDGs, the
accession to the Convention on the Rights of théd@md the efforts made to guarantee a
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free and mandatory education. Morocco requestea iimdormation about measures taken
to promote human rights training and education.doo made recommendations.

43.  Chile noted Palau’s challenges and efforts wetard to the climate change. Chile
urged the international community to attend Palangguest for technical assistance,
especially for the ratification of internationalstruments, the establishment of a national
human rights institution, the fight against humaeafficking, and the strengthening of its

capacities to deal with climate change. Chile weled Palau’s pledge to issue a standing
invitation to special procedures. Chile encouragathu to implement the National Plan of
Action for Children. Chile made recommendations.

44. Slovakia commended Palau for guaranteeing &red compulsory education.
Slovakia was concerned about the low legal ageffioninal responsibility, the increasing
incidence of sexual abuse of children and the hutrafficking for the purpose of sex
trade. Slovakia made recommendations.

45. Maldives noted the enormous challenges facedPhhau in promoting and
protecting human rights because of its size, gegwmgyaand capacity constraints.
Maldives noted Palau’s pledge to ratify the remagni core human rights
conventions, including CEDAW, which was pending epfl in Parliament. It also
noted Palau’s consideration of the establishmentaofnational human rights
institution and that such a process can be lengtitycomplicated. Maldives referred
to Palau’s efforts to forge a positive partnershiph the international community to
realize its human rights obligations. Maldives madeommendations.

46. South Africaexpressed appreciation that the national reportamy set out
the achievements of Palau but also the challengieséd. South Africa appealed to
the international community to heed Palau’s catltiechnical assistance and capacity
building. While Palau’s report recognized domestiolence as a challenge, South
Africa noted that there was no specific statute dddressing domestic violence and
requested further information on the steps beingemnato address this serious
challenge. South Africa made recommendations.

47. MalaysiaobservedPalau’s keen awareness of the challenges it faced i
protecting and promoting human rights in the coyrats well as its determination to
address them. Given the prevailing circumstanced apart from the challenges
faced in the field of civil and political rights, Maysia understood that Palau faced
equally, if not more, daunting challenges in theldiof economic social and cultural
rights, which included climate change, food segurienvironment degradation,
disparity of social and economic well-being, alcblaad substance abuse and high
mortality ratesMalaysia made recommendations.

48. Trinidad and Tobago recognized Palau’s progoesthe achievement of the MDGs.
Trinidad and Tobago noted that progress remaindoetonade on domestic violence and
employment of women. Trinidad and Tobago shareduPakoncerns about climate change
and its implications for food, water security andequate housing and urged the
international community to respond to Palau’s t@llassistance in addressing those issues.
Trinidad and Tobago made recommendations.

49. Chinaappreciated the progress made by Palau in the gtioteand promotion
of human rights including in addressing human tckifhg and improving the status
of women. However, China expressed regret thatuPhkd not acceded to any core
international human rights instruments except fog Convention on the Rights of
the Child. China also noted with concern the coesithle disparity in social and
economic well-being, the limited opportunities feaulnerable groups and persons
with disabilities, insufficient labour protectiomif local workers and discrimination
against foreign workers. China made recommendations
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50. Costa Rica noted Palau’s call for technicalstessce. Costa Rica congratulated
Palau on its efforts to create a national humahtsignstitution. Costa Rica acknowledged
the challenges faced by Palau, specifically theat$f of climate change in the situation of
human rights, the trafficking in persons and tlyhts of the child. Costa Rica asked about
the measures taken by Palau to face climate chamgjdow this situation could impact on

persons becoming refugees and internal displacesbp® as a result of this phenomenon.
Costa Rica made recommendations.

51. Turkey welcomed the transparent election process in Palabich was
conducted in accordance with democratic principlésrkey applauded Palau’s
independent and functioning judiciary and its guaeaing of free and compulsory
education to all its citizens. While expressing @gmpation for Palau’s accession to
the CRC, Turkey believed that progress in protactimomen’s rights would be
achieved after acceding to CEDAW. It expected Pataimplement its national plan
of action for children. Turkey made a recommendatio

52. New Zealand noted that legal reform for addresslomestic violence had

been discussed for nearly two decades. While condiimgnPalau for the progress
made in improving children’s health nutrition acset education and for its

commitment to reducing maternal mortality rate, NeXealand noted that

improvements to legal protection were needed ireodreas. New Zealand observed
that foreign workers were not covered under theimum wage law and referred to

reports of mistreatment of foreign workers. It wascouraged by the recent adoption
of a comprehensive policy on discrimination agaipstrsons with disabilities. It

made recommendations.

53. The Philippines noted Palau’s attention to catinly human trafficking and
acknowledged the progressive measures to promatamuights of women, children and
persons with disabilities. It supported the needntyease the international assistance to
Palau to address the damaging effects of climaaagd on human rights. The Philippines
asked how Palau would like to see the Human Rig@htencil taking action on climate
change and its impacts on human rights. Philippmade recommendations.

54. Palau thanked all delegations for the recommtmos addressed to it. Palau
indicated that it intended to engage in wide calasioins with civil society on mapping out

strategies for the dissemination and implementattdnUPR recommendations. Palau
intended to seek technical assistance from ciiledg and non-governmental organizations
in implementing specific recommendations.

55. Regarding laws which discriminate against womPalau clarified that these
provisions are not in the Constitution but in légfise statutes and that there were
initiatives towards amending these laws, such asP#lau Protection Act of 2010 which
criminalize rape irrespective of the marital statfsthe victim. Additionally, there is
another draft bill which, if approved, would allomomen to have inheritance rights on an
equal basis.

56. Two proposed bills, the Domestic Violence Fgnditt and the Victims Assistance

Act, addressed issues such as domestic violenceeaudl abuse; they provide for shelters
for victims of violence and child abuse. Palau expdd that there were in place other
governmental mechanisms to assist victims of vicdeand sexual abuse, like the Victims
of Crimes Assistance Office, within the Ministry lalth, which provides assistance and
protection to children victims of physical or sekahuse. The medical profession is also
required to report any alleged child abuse. Therdfiesian Legal Services Corporation
provides legal assistance to low-income familiegases of victims of physical or sexual
abuse.
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57.

58.

Palau clarified that sex between consentingessex adults is not criminalized in its
domestic laws.

Regarding climate change, Palau indicated that Office of Environmental

Response and Coordination was established by acute decree in order to oversee
environmental issues and that it is the focal pofrihree United Nations conventions in the
matter.

59.

Regarding human trafficking, Palau indicatedt thh has recently established the
Human Trafficking Task Force Committee to overseman trafficking issues and process
complaints. Palau is the only Pacific Island Stateich has progressive stand-alone
legislation on human trafficking. There was alsop@posed legislation to enhance
assistance to victims of human trafficking.

Conclusions and/or recommendations

60.

The recommendations formulated during the interactve dialogue have been

examined by Palau and enjoy its support:

61.

60.1. Issue a standing invitation to all special procedwrs of the Human
Rights Council (Hungary);

60.2. Extend a standing invitation to special procedure randate-holders as a
way of informing and supporting human rights reforms (Maldives);

60.3. Extend a standing invitation to the special procedrie mechanisms of
the United Nations (South Africa);

60.4. Consider identifying a priority list of issues andareas of requirements
needed in the field of technical assistance and cagty-building and to
approach the relevant partners at the multilateral or bilateral levels
(Malaysia);

60.5. Engage civil society in the UPR follow-up proces$6land).

The following recommendations enjoy the support ofalau, which considers

that they are already implemented or in the procesef implementation:

61.1. Increase its efforts aimed at the incorporation othe CRC provisions
and principles into the domestic legal system (Patal);

61.2. Ensure human rights are afforded full legal protecton in the Republic
of Palau (Australia);

61.3. Immediately criminalize rape within marriage and give men and
women equal rights of inheritance (Norway);

61.4. Amend relevant domestic legislation so as to offanarried women the
same level of protection against coerced sex as tmmarried women and
remove the law which discriminates against a wife’and female child’s right
to inherit property (United Kingdom));

61.5. Take the necessary steps towards the establishmenf a national
human rights institution in accordance with the Pais Principles (Canada);

61.6. Set up the national human rights institution (Repullic of Moldova);

61.7. Finalize, as soon as possible, the draft legislatidor the establishment
of a national human rights institution in conformity with the Paris Principles
(France);

11
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61.8. Consider establishing a national human rights instution in
accordance with the Paris Principles (Poland);

61.9. Establish a national human rights institution in acordance with the
Paris Principles (Argentina);

61.10.Continue consultations to set up a national humanights institution and
materialize this project as soon as possible (Morgo);

61.11.Consider in future policies the establishment of aational human rights
institution, which could favour the gradual incorporation of international
commitments with an adequate and permanent techni¢assistance (Chile);

61.12.Complete the establishment of the national human ghts institution
(Maldives);

61.13.Establish an independent national human rights instution in
compliance with the Paris Principles (South Africa)

61.14.Take measures to ensure the full implementation ahe principles and
provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Kild. Intensify efforts to
establish an Ombudsman for Children to deal with coplaints of violations of
the rights of the child, particularly those relatedto child exploitation and sexual
violence (Spain);

61.15.Pursue its efforts in facing the challenges ideniéd in its national
report, with special attention to combating human tafficking and
discrimination and improving the situation of migrant workers as they
represent an important section in the country (Algea);

61.16.Take all measures to implement the National ActiorPlan for Children
(Republic of Moldova);

61.17.Establish policies, programmes and services to prae children with
greater protection and care (Brazil);

61.18.Maintain its policy to promote and protect vulnerabe persons and
continue with its efforts to develop a national paty for the benefit of persons
with disabilities (Morocco);

61.19.Accelerate efforts aimed at raising awareness andlecation among the
general population on human rights, particularly on the rights of women,
children and disabled persons (Malaysia);

61.20.Meet its reporting obligations under the CRC (Maldives);

61.21.Revise existing laws identified in its national reprt as being
discriminatory against women (Canada);

61.22.Promote and protect the rights of persons with dishilities by, among

others, involving persons with disabilities in allphases of ratification of the
CRPD and the Palau National Policy on Disability, ad ensuring access to
education as well as an inclusive education systeat all levels for children

with disabilities (Thailand);

61.23.Adopt legislative and public policy measures aimedat eliminating
discrimination against children in situation of vulnerability, including children
of immigrant families (Argentina);
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61.24.Consider adopting national legislative measures toensure gender
equality, as stipulated in its Constitution, and tocombat and eliminate violence
against women (Costa Rica);

61.25.Enact laws to ensure that all women, regardless diieir marital status,
are provided with the same level of protection agast rape and that women
are not discriminated against in family inheritances (New Zealand);

61.26.Speed up the adoption by the Congress of the billnofamily protection
and ensure that this project protect the victims ofviolence and punish
perpetrators. Establish training mechanisms on vi@nce against women for
police officers, lawyers and judges (Mexico);

61.27.Consider establishing shelters for victims of domes violence and
reinforce efforts to prevent and combat child abussg, including measures to
assist in recovery and reintegration (Canada);

61.28.Pass legislation to address domestic violence (Umit States of
America);

61.29.Urgently adopt of the law on family protection, whch is currently under
discussion in the Congress, with a view to improvip the protection and
prevention against domestic violence, as well as ehcompensation and
assistance to the victims (Spain);

61.30.Raise public awareness and adopt legislation to cdrat domestic
violence (Brazil);

61.31.Consider the adoption of legislation which specifally governs domestic
violence and consider the creation of structures fahe shelter and protection of
victims of violence (Morocco);

61.32.Take concrete steps to strengthen the protection afictims of domestic
violence, ensuring that complaints of domestic viehce are properly
registered and investigated by the police, and thatperpetrators are
prosecuted and convicted (Norway);

61.33.Consider legislative measures to tackle the questiomf domestic violence
(Chile);

61.34.Implement policies to ensure the promotion of theights of women and
children, specifically in combating domestic violene (South Africa);

61.35.Urgently enact legislation to protect women from dmestic violence
and establish facilities to provide temporary shelr and protection for
victims (New Zealand);

61.36.Continue making efforts to investigate, prosecuterad punish offenders
of human trafficking (United States of America);

61.37 Take measures to protect victims of trafficking byproviding shelters
and facilitate the process in order for victims towitness against traffickers in
court (Norway);

61.38.Reinforce the efforts to prevent and combat traffiking in human beings
for sexual exploitation with particular focus on children (Slovakia);

61.39.Adopt legislation aimed at protecting children from economic and
sexual exploitation (Thailand);
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61.40.Adopt expeditiously necessary legislation and impieent all relevant
measures to prevent and combat sexual abuse of ahién, providing for the
physical and psychological recovery and social reiegration of child victims
(Slovakia);

61.41.Conduct investigation of all alleged sexual abusef @hildren in a child-
friendly judicial procedure, with due regard given to protecting the right to
privacy of the child (Slovakia);

61.42.Step up the implementation of measures to combat, rgvent and
punish acts of child abuse, child neglect and domigs violence (Malaysia);

61.43.Prohibit and eliminate all forms of corporal punishment (Poland);

61.44.Prohibit the use of corporal punishment in homes adh in schools and
conduct awareness campaigns to reduce the scopeélas action (Norway);

61.45.Adopt legislation to raise public awareness to prabit and eliminate all
forms of corporal punishment (Brazil);

61.46.Establish mechanisms ensuring that street childremre provided with
clothing, housing, health and educational servicg$oland);

61.47.Take steps to increase the number of women in dems-making
positions (Norway);

61.48.Continue efforts aimed at increasing the participaion of women in the
economic and political spheres as well as to considratification of CEDAW
(Malaysia);

61.49.Pursue its efforts aiming to ensure food security rad reaching the
MDGs and formulate its specific international coopeation and technical
assistance requests to this end (Algeria);

61.50.Continue to implement its socio-economic developmerstrategies and
plans for the country (Cuba);

61.51.Continue to implement programs and measures to moviorward in the
achievement of the MDGs between now and 2015 (Cuba)

61.52.Intensify the efforts, including through increasing the seeking of
technical cooperation, for establishing special eaational programmes for boys
and girls with disabilities (Mexico);

61.53.Adopt additional measures to prevent the mistreatmet of foreign
nationals, combat discrimination against them, fobbw through on pursuing
and prosecuting crimes against them and enforce re¢ation more effectively
to protect foreign workers, particularly with regard to conditions of work
and respect for occupational and safety standard&Canada);

61.54.Adopt a new Labour Code which provides more transpeent
regulations regarding the treatment of foreign worlers and establishes a
minimum wage (Hungary);

61.55.Take concrete measures to protect the rights of feign workers
(China);

61.56.Improve its enforcement of regulations to protect éreign workers and
extend coverage of minimum wage requirements to ihede foreign workers
(New Zealand);
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61.57.Draw up a plan to manage and mitigate natural disasers together with
the regional mechanisms and the United Nations, tahg into account the
possible large-scale internal and international dislacement of population
(Mexico);

61.58.Strengthen its technical cooperation with relevantagencies and
stakeholders in order to prevent the adverse impacodf climate change on its
promotion and protection of human rights (Thailand);

61.59.Continue its leading international efforts to tackke global warming,
including by reminding developed countries and othemajor emitting States
of their obligation to help and protect human rights in Palau by reducing
greenhouse gas emissions to safe levels (Maldives).

62. The following recommendations will be examined by &au, which will provide
responses in due time, but no later than the eightath session of the Human Rights
Council in September 2011. The response of Palau these recommendations will be
included in the outcome report adopted by the HumarRights Council at that session:

62.1. Consider acceding to the remaining core internatioal human rights
instruments as well as step up the efforts aimed astablishing a National
Human Rights Institution (Algeria);

62.2. Sign and ratify, as soon as possible, all fundameadtinternational human
rights instruments and their protocols (Brazil);

62.3. Increase Palau’s participation in the main internatonal human rights
instruments and accede to the international treatie to which is not yet party
(Morocco);

62.4. Consider the ratification of the core international human
instruments and bringing national legislation in line with the provision of
these instruments (South Africa);

62.5. Ratify fundamental international human rights instruments in order to
create a proper national framework of action to pranote and protect human
rights (Trinidad and Tobago);

62.6. Consider acceding to the major international instruments,
including the International Covenant on Economic, $cial and Cultural
Rights (China);

62.7. Supplement their international commitments by makirg it a
priority to accede to the ICCPR and ICESCR (France)
62.8. Ratify the ICCPR, the ICESCR and CEDAW (Norway);

62.9. Consider ratifying the main human rights instruments, particularly
the ICCPR, the ICESCR and the CEDAW (United Kingdonj;

62.10.Consider ratifying the core international human rights treaties:
ICESCR, ICCPR, ICERD, CEDAW and CAT (Poland);

62.11.Consider acceding to the main human rights instrumets to which it is
not a party, in particular the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and it Optional Protocol
(Costa Rica);

62.12.Ratify the remaining human rights conventions, paricularly
CEDAW (Maldives);
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62.13.Accede to CEDAW (Turkey);

62.14.Ratify the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women (Canada);

62.15.Ratify the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women, which was given Senate’s approval i8008, and accede to
other instruments (Republic of Moldova);

62.16.Ratify CEDAW and revise relevant legislation in acordance with
international standards to provide an efficient legslation for the best
interests of women (Hungary);

62.17.Finalize the process for the ratification of CEDAWand take all the
necessary steps to implement the provisions of ti@onvention (France);

62.18.Gradual consideration be given, with the assistancef OHCHR, to the
ratification of some human rights treaties, in partcular the International
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Disclimination against Women
and the Optional Protocols to the Convention on th&ights of the Child within
the framework of the National Plan of Action for Chidren referred in the
national report (Chile);

62.19.Continue working with national and state governmens and
women’s groups to remove the reservations to the @eention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (Australia);

62.20.Continue to pursue the ratification of International Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and the Convention
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, includig the Convention on Migrant
Workers (Philippines);

62.21.Ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons withDisabilities
and work to implement the Pacific Regional Strategyon Disability
(Australia);

62.22.Become a party to and implement the Convention onhe Rights of
Persons with Disabilities as a matter of priority aad further include
persons with disabilities throughout this processNew Zealand);

62.23.Consider the possibility of ratifying the main human rights international
instruments, particularly the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights and its Optional Protocols; the Internationd Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights; the Convention againsfTorture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment; the hternational
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racid Discrimination; the
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women and its Optional Protocols; ant the riternational Convention
for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disppearance (Argentina);

62.24.Sign and ratify the two International Covenants; the Convention against
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment;
the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disalities and its Optional
Protocols; the International Convention for the Prdection of All Persons from
Enforced Disappearance; and the International Convetion on the Elimination
of All Forms of Racial Discrimination. Ratify the two Optional Protocols on the
Convention on the Rights of the Child. In particula, sign and ratify the
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women and its Optional Protocol, whose rdication was approved by
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the Senate in early 2008 and is still awaiting fothe approval of the House of
Representatives (Spain);

62.25.Accede to the 1951 Convention relating to the Stasuof Refugees and its
1967 Protocol; to the 1954 Convention relating tohe Status of Stateless
Persons and to the 1961 Convention on the Reductionf Statelessness
(Republic of Moldova);

62.26.Become a party to the 1951 Refugee Convention an®@7 Refugee
Protocol (United States of America);

62.27.Ratify the 1954 Convention relating to the Status foStateless Persons
and the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statedsness (Slovakia);

62.28.Consider ratification of the Convention against Traxsnational Organized
Crime and its Palermo Protocol (Philippines);

62.29.Revise the status of children born of foreign parets in accordance
with relevant international standards (Hungary);

62.30.Review the legislation on minimum age for criminal responsibility
(Brazil);

62.31.Raise the minimum age of criminal responsibility incompliance with
international standards (Slovakia);

62.32.Circulate and implement the recently adopted ruleson the treatment of
women prisoners and non-custodial measures for womeoffenders, otherwise
known as the Bangkok Rules, and seek necessary soppfrom such relevant
agencies as UNODC and OHCHR (Thailand);

62.33.Ratify the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punisfrafficking in
Persons, especially Women and children, a protocdb the Convention
against Transnational Organized Crime (United State of America);

62.34.Urgently implement legislation that specifically adiresses child
sexual exploitation through electronic images and ake appropriate
measures to ensure adequate legal protection of ¢thien, including boys,
against commercial sexual exploitation (United Kingom);

62.35.Enact legislation that addresses exploitation of dldren via sexually
explicit videos, movies, photos and electronic ima&g (New Zealand);

62.36.Enact legislation to prevent child labour and protet children from
commercial sexual exploitation (Trinidad and Tobagd;

62.37.Seek the assistance of ILO to combat child labouBfazil);

62.38.Confirm its commitment to non-discrimination by deciminalizing
sexual relations between consenting adults of theame sex and by
repealing the discriminatory provisions against LGBT persons (France);

62.39.Bring its national legislation into conformity with its commitment
to equality and non-discrimination, by repealing thke provision of Palau’s
Penal Code which continues to criminalize sexual ltations between
consenting adults of the same sex (Norway);

62.40.Repeal all provisions in domestic legislation crinmalizing consensual
sexual activity between same sex adults and combdtscrimination against
LGBT through political, legislative and administrative measures (Spain);
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62.41.Equalize the legal minimum age of marriage for girb and boys
(Norway);

62.42 Establish a more formal system to provide protectio for refugees
and asylum-seekers (United States of America).

63. All conclusions and recommendations contained in # present report reflect
the position of the submitting States and the Statander review. They should not be
construed as being endorsed by the Working Group a& whole.

lll.  Voluntary pledges and commitments

64. Palau pledged to extend an open standing tiontdo special procedures mandate
holders.
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Annex

Composition of the delegation

The delegation of Palau was headed by The Honothd#la C. Gibbons, Minister of
Justice and composed of the following members:

Ms. Ernestine K. Rengiil, Attorney General;

Mr. Warren S. Umetaro, Chief of Staff, Office ofettVice President/Minister of
Finance;

Mr. Jeffrey Antol, Director, Bureau of Foreign Afifa, Ministry of State;

Ms. Joann R. Tarkong, Special Assistant to thei@eagPalau UPR Task Force
Secretariat;

Mr. Filipo Masaurua, Advisor (from the Pacific Ialis Forum Secretariat).
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